
SMES ARE ENCOURAGED TO APPLY FOR THIS INNOVATIVE 
PROGRAMME IF THEY MEET THESE REQUIREMENTS:

SME IMPORT
NAVIGATOR PROGRAMME

Edge Growth, committed to transformation for SME development, has partnered with FNB to launch an innovative 
programme supporting black-owned manufacturing South African SMEs using either direct or indirectly imported 
raw materials.

Potential programme participants need to be manufacturers 
with dependencies on imported components and raw 
materials for the following key product categories:  

Processed Foods Components

Beauty, Skincare & Wellness

Electronics and Equipment

Textile, Leather and Clothing

Agricultural Supply and Chemicals

THIS PROGRAMME PROVIDES PRACTICAL SUPPORT, BUILT FOR 
MANUFACTURERS WHO WANT TO GROW, SCALE, AND COMPETE!

This intervention is crucial as local manufacturing SMEs 
face intensified pressure from global competitors and 
low-cost imports. Key constraints include dependency 
on imported inputs, limited market access, and 
challenges in differentiating products in B2B and 
distribution channels, which restrict growth and long-
term competitiveness. 

The The FNB Import Navigator Programme is designed 
to address these challenges and to scale-up majority 
(>=51%) black-owned SMEs, with an annual revenue of 
R10 – 30m, that are looking for holistic and practical 
support to increase the return of their import activities 
into manufacturing processes for regional distribution.

STRENGTHEN IMPORT STRATEGIES 
improving cost efficiency, 
compliance, and access to 

preferential trade agreements.
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ENHANCE PRODUCT QUALITY 
AND MARKET ALIGNMENT 

for stronger competitiveness 
within niche sectors.

EXPAND MARKET ACCESS 
via improved distribution models, 
strengthened B2B engagement, 

and scalable routes to market.

Minimum 51% Black ownership.

Dedicated Director or Founder committed to the programme.

Annual turnover of min R10m and max R30m.

At least 3 months working capital/runway.

SARS compliant (e.g., PAYE, VAT).

Consent to necessary credit and background checks.

Objective to improve import strategies and international supply 
chains.

Dedicated to strengthening B2B/B2D activities for better market 
positioning.

Not currently enrolled in another business development support 
programme.

No outstanding legal matters against the business.

Not in business rescue or liquidation.

Possess a growth mindset and commit to the 18-month programme.

For general programme queries contact the 
Edge Growth team on vharris@edgegrowth.com 
or visit edgeimportal.com/program/SIN32281.

Click HERE
to apply between 2nd Feb & 8th Mar 2026.

The FNB Import Navigator Programme runs over 18 months.
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The programme is intensive and well-resourced and a maximum of

Final cohort announcements will be April 2026

SMES10 will be selected for it.

In partnership with

PROGRAMME 
STRUCTURE

https://edgeimportal.com/program/SIN32281
https://edgegrowth.incubatorportal.com/apply/SMEGrowthExporter

